
Acts: 
A Christ-Centered, Spirit-Empowered, 

Multiethnic Church On Mission

The Full Complement of Witnesses





Luke

1. A reliable historian

2. A good theologian



Context Acts 1:6-7

[6] So when they had come together, they asked him, 
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” [7] He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority.



1. The Power to Witness
2. The Scope of the Witness
3. The Message of the Witness



1. The Power to Witness - Acts 1:8a

[8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.”



2. The Scope of the Witness - Acts 1:8b

[8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.”



Acts 1:8 – Jerusalem, 
Judea and Samaria, to 
the ends of the earth.

• Troy and regional area
• The USA common language 

and culture
• Crossing cultural, linguistic, 

and religious barriers in the 
USA

• Peoples outside USA with little 
or no access to the Gospel



2. The Message of the Witness Part 1 - Acts 9-11

[9] And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. [10] And while they were gazing 
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them in white robes, [11] and said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”



“There was something 
fundamentally inconsistent about 
their gazing up into the sky when 
they had been commissioned to go 
to the ends of the earth. It was the 
earth not the sky which was to be 
their preoccupation. Their calling 
was to be witnesses not stargazers. 
The vision they were to cultivate was 
not upwards in nostalgia to the 
heaven which had received Jesus, 
but outwards in compassion to a 
lost world which needed him.”





2. The Message of the Witness Part 2 - Acts 12-26
[12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
[13] And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, 
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. [14] 
All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers.[15] In those days Peter stood up among the brothers 
(the company of persons was in all about 120) and said,



2. The Message of the Witness Part 2 - Acts 12-26
[16] “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became 
a guide to those who arrested Jesus. [17] For he was numbered among 
us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” [18] (Now this man 
acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong 
he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. [19] And it 
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was 
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) [20] “For it 
is written in the Book of Psalms,     “‘May his camp become desolate,        
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;    and     “‘Let another take his 
office.’



2. The Message of the Witness Part 2 - Acts 12-26
[21] So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, [22] beginning from the 
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 
these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” [23] And 
they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called 
Justus, and Matthias. [24] And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who 
know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 
[25] to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place.” [26] And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.





“The Christian Church, according to Acts, is 
1) a missionary church that responds 
obediently to Jesus’ commission, 2) acts on 
Jesus’ behalf in the extension of His 
ministry, 3) focuses its proclamation of the 
kingdom of God in its witness to Jesus, 4) is 
guided and empowered by the very same 
Spirit that directed and supported Jesus’ 
ministry, and 5) follows a program whose 
guidelines for outreach have been set by 
Jesus himself.” 
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